
Bella	Vista	Drive 
Landscaping	Design

Bella	Vista	Landscaping	Design 
Planting	Guidelines


￼  

￼ 
1



Bella	Vista	Drive 
Landscaping	Design

PLANTING	GUIDELINES	


Introduction

These		guidelines	have	been	developed	for	members	of	the	Association		for	two	reasons:

1. to	assist	in	the	design	of	their	landscaping	plans

2. to	ensure	that	those	plans	comply	with	the	rules	and	bylaws	of	the	Association.


It	is	in	all	Bella	Vista	owners’	interests	that	Bella	Vista	Land	has	a	consistency	of	design	and	that	the	standards	originally	set	out	in	the	Rules	and	agreed	to	through	the	Deeds	of	Covenant,	are	
maintained	by	all	owners.		After	all,	this	is	why	we	all	purchased	lots	and	properties	on	Bella	Vista	Land.


It	is	recognised	that	some	owners	will	not	be	aware	of	the	growing	habits	and	other	characteristics	of	the	plants	in	their	gardens.	The	Guide	is	therefore	aimed	to	provide	a	description	of	each	
plant	and	the	plant	care	that	should	be	applied	to	ensure	that	plantings	achieve	optimum	results	in	terms	of	height	and	width,	colour	of	foliage	and	flowers,	soil	condition,	aspect	in	relation	to	
sun,	wind	and	rainfall.


The	categories	follow	the	existing	guidelines	in	the	Rules:

• Native	Regenerative	Plantings	for	bush	areas

• Individual	Lot	Planting	-	the	areas	between	the	Amenity	Yard	(Street	Planting)	and	the	Bush	areas

• Street	Planting	-	the	Amenity	Yard


Plants	in	the	Native	section	can	also	be	used	in	the	Individual	Lots	as	well	as	in	the	Street	Planting.
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Native	
Regenerative	
Planting

Botanical	Name Common	
Name

Description Plant	Care

Anthropodium	
matapouri

NZ	Rock	Lilly This	N.Z	Rock	Lily	has	majestic	broad,	arching	blue-green	leaves	
bearing	long	sprays	of	star-like	white	flowers	on	stems	in	early	
summer.	Excellent	for	dry	shade	or	sunny	postitions.	Frost	may	burn	
off	foliage	off	in	winter	but	will	not	kill	the	plant.

Height: 1-2 m 
Width:		1-2	m	

Foliage:	Evergreen

Will	handle	full	sun	if	kept	moist	during	the	hot	summer	months.	Plant	in	rich	
well	drained	soil.	Water	regularly	during	the	hot	summer	months,	Mulch	in	
autumn	and	spring,	fertilise	with	Texture	Plants	12	month	planting	food	once	a	
year.	Remove	faded	flower	spikes	and	any	dead	foliage	regularly.


Callistemon	
Citrinus

Bottle	brush	 A	woody	evergreen	shrub	native	to	Australia.	This	hardy	shrub	is	the	
best	known	of	all	the	bottlebrushs	and	is	widely	cultivated.	It	grows	
to	between	1	and	3	metres	in	height.	Its	leaves	are	3	to	7	cm	long	
and	5	to	8	mm	wide.	The	word	'citrina'	in	its	binomial	name	is	
because	the	leaves	give	off	a	fragrance	of	lemon	when	bruised.

Grows	in	full	sun	or	semi	shade.	Bees	and	birds	love	the	flowers	due	to	their	
nectar	content.	A	particular	favourite	of	This	and	Waxeyes.

Carex	Secta Sedge A	vigorous,	green,	spreading	tussock.	Good	screen	or	filler	plant,	
especially	in	waterlogged	areas.


Flowering	can	occur	from	September	to	December.

Easily	grown	from	fresh	seed	and	by	the	division	of	established	plants.	
Although	a	wetland	species	it	will	grow	well	in	most	soils	and	moisture	
regimes.	Does	best	in	full	sun.	Prefers	wet	soils.

Carex	Testacea Orange	Sedge The	bright	red	flower-spikes	vary	from	6	to	10	cm	in	length	and	about	
4	to	7	cm	in	diameter	and	appear	in	summer	and	autumn.	The	long,	
bright	crimson	filaments	of	the	stamens	are	prominent	and	are	
tipped	with	versatile	anthers.

Has	the	best	color	in	full	sun	and	prefers	evenly	moist	soil,	so	water	during	dry	
periods.	Very	adaptable	but	will	thrive	in	fertile,	humus-rich,	moist	soil	with	pH	
mildly	acidic	or	close	to	neutral.	In	containers	you	will	need	to	fertilize	every	2	
weeks	with	a	water-soluble	fertiliser.

Clianthus	
puniceus

Kaka	Beak The	seed	capsules	appear	in	clusters	along	the	stems,	are	woody,	
cup-shaped,	and	about	7	mm	wide.	Initially	they	are	green	but	on	
maturity	the	become	grey	coloured.

It	has	spreading	branches	producing	leaf	stalks	up	to	15	cm	long	bearing	
several	pairs	of	small	leaflets.	They	usually	flower	from	spring	through	to	early	
summer,	but	can	flower	twice	a	year	or	even	year	round.	Its	scandent	habit	
means	it	can	be	trained	against	a	wall.	It	requires	shelter	from	frosts.
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Coprosma	Repens Mirror	plant Common	low-growing	shrub	or	small	tree	bearing	pairs	of	green	very	
shiny	dark	green	leaves	inhabiting	the	edge	of	coastal	forests	and	
seaside	rocks.	Leaves	6-8cm	long,	leathery,	with	small	pits	at	junction	
of	veins.	Fruit	orange

Height: 2 m 
Width:		2	m	

Foliage:	Evergreen

Is	in	leaf	all	year,	in	flower	from	May	to	June.	Flowers	are	either	male	or	
female,	but	only	one	sex	is	to	be	found	on	any	one	plant	so	both	male	and	
female	plants	must	be	grown	if	seed	is	required).	and	is	pollinated	by	Wind.	
The	plant	is	not	self-fertile.	 
Suitable	for:	light	(sandy)	and	medium	(loamy)	soils	and	prefers	well-drained	
soil.	Suitable	pH:	acid	and	neutral	soils.	It	can	grow	in	semi-shade	(light	
woodland)	or	no	shade.	It	prefers	moist	soil.

Cordyline	
Australis

Cabbage	Tree A	hardy	and	architectural	tree,	not	frost	tender	that	is	in	leaf	all	year,	
in	flower	from	August	to	September.	Before	it	flowers,	it	has	a	
slender	unbranched	stem.	The	first	flowers	typically	appear	at	6	to	10	
years	old,	in	spring.	After	the	first	flowering,	it	divides	to	form	a	
much-branched	crown	with	tufts	of	leaves	at	the	tips	of	the	
branches.	Each	branch	may	fork	after	producing	a	flowering	stem.	
The	long	narrow	leaves	are	sword-shaped,	erect,	dark	to	light	green,	
40	to	100	cm	long	and	3	to	7	cm	wide	at	the	base,	with	numerous	
parallel	veins.	The	leaves	grow	in	crowded	clusters	at	the	ends	of	the	
branches,	and	may	droop	slightly	at	the	tips	and	bend	down	from	the	
bases	when	old.	

The	species	is	hermaphrodite	(has	both	male	and	female	
organs).	Suitable	for	light	(sandy)	and	medium	(loamy)	soils.	It	can	
grow	in	semi-shade	(light	woodland)	or	no	shade.	It	prefers	moist	
soil.	The	plant	can	tolerate	maritime	exposure.	

Height:	15	m

Width:	5m	

Foliage:	Evergreen

Flowering	takes	place	over	a	period	of	four	to	six	weeks,	giving	maximum	
exposure	to	pollinating	insects.	The	flowers	produce	a	sweet	perfume	which	
attracts	large	numbers	of	insects.	The	nectar	produced	by	the	flowers	contains	
aromatic	compounds	which	are	particularly	attractive	to	moths.	Bees	use	the	
nectar	to	produce	a	light	honey	to	feed	their	young	and	increase	the	size	of	
the	hive	in	the	early	summer.	It	takes	about	two	months	for	the	fruit	to	ripen,	
and	by	the	end	of	summer	a	cabbage	tree	can	have	thousands	of	small	fruits	
available	for	birds	to	eat	and	disperse.	The	strong	framework	of	the	
inflorescence	can	easily	bear	the	weight	of	heavy	birds	like	the	New	Zealand	
pigeon,	which	was	formerly	the	major	disperser	of	the	seeds.


Native	
Regenerative	
Planting

Botanical	Name Common	
Name

Description Plant	Care
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Corokia	
cotoneaster	

Wire	netting	
brush

Stems	of	the	shrubs	are	dark	when	mature,	covered	with	downy	or	
silky	hairs	when	young.	In	spring,	they	produce	clusters	of	small,	star-
shaped	yellow	blossoms.	Berries	are	red	or	yellow.	The	shrubs	prefer	
forests	and	rocky	areas,	sun	or	light	shade,	reasonably	well	drained	
soil,	and	moderate	watering.	Flowers	with	bright	yellow	petals	in	
December	to	January.

Height:	2-3m

Width:	1.5m

Foliage:	Evergreen

Avoid	planting	in	areas	that	have	high	moisture	levels.	Very	dry	sites	are	
completely	tolerable	although	the	growth	rates	will	be	slower.	Tolerates	full	
sun	through	to	semi-shade.

Composting	and	mulching	regularly	will	benefit	its	health.


Griselinea	Lucida Shining	
Broadleaf	
‘Akapuka’

An	epiphytic	plant	native	to	NZ.	G.	lucida	naturally	occurs	in	wet	
lowland-forests	and	open	or	rocky	coastal	environments	mostly	in	
the	North	Island	of	New	Zealand,	and	restricted	areas	of	the	South	
Island.	A	slow	growing	attractive	tropical-looking	open	shrub	or	small	
tree	that	typically	grows	to	about	8	to	12	feet	tall	in	cultivation

Griselinia	lucida	has	large,	asymmetrical,	shiny,	dark-green	leaves	
with	distinctive	fluted	roots	that	descend	down	from	the	host	trees	
the	plant	is	growing	in.

Height:	3-7m

Width:	3m

Foliage:	Evergreen

The	bright	green	leathery	large	leaves	are	a	rounded	oblong	shape	and	
measure	to	7	inches	long	with	unequal	leaf	halves	notable	at	the	base.	Plant	in	
full	coastal	sun,	part	sun	to	shade	with	moderate	to	occasional	irrigation.	It	has	
proven	hardy	and	is	tolerant	of	coastal	conditions.	A	great	and	interesting	
shrub	or	small	tree	whose	bold	foliage	lends	a	tropical	feel	to	the	garden	
without	requiring	the	warmer	temperatures	or	even	the	irrigation	typically	
associated	with	this	type	of	vegetation.	Useful	as	a	specimen	plant	or	trained	
as	an	infomal	to	semi-formal	hedge	with	careful	pruning	-	with	its	large	leaves	
it	should	not	be	sheared..


Pittosporum	
crassifolium

Karo A	fast-growing	tree	or	shrub	native	that	tolerates	coastal	winds,	dry	
conditions	and	has	a	moderately	dense	habit.		Has	dense	dark	gray-
green	leathery	leaves	that	are	furry	underneath.	An	early	coloniser,	it	
is	able	to	withstand	high	winds	and	salt	spray.	Clusters	of	small	red-
purple	flowers	appear	in	spring,	developing	into	seed	pods	that	split	
to	expose	the	sticky	seeds.

typically	grows	to	5	m	tall	and	4	m	wide.	Karo	is	ideal	for	shelter,	screening,	
hedging,	using	as	a	backdrop	for	smaller	plants,	growing	as	a	specimen,	or	
including	in	revegetation	plantings

Native	
Regenerative	
Planting

Botanical	Name Common	
Name

Description Plant	Care
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Hebe	Speciosa Hebe Birds	easily	spread	karo	seed	 The	hebe	plant	does	not	require	a	lot	of	care	once	it	is	established.	Although	
the	shrub	doesn’t	need	much	in	the	way	of	fertilizer,	you	can	apply	some	once	
a	year	in	late	winter	or	early	spring	prior	to	new	growth.

Deadheading	the	blooms	can	be	done	to	help	promote	additional	flowering.	
You	can	also	trim	hebe	plants	back	about	halfway	after	flowering	to	promote	
bushier	growth.	Hebe	shrubs	are	most	suited	for	areas	with	cool	summers	and	
mild	winters.	

They	adapt	to	a	variety	of	soil	types	but	will	perform	best	in	loose,	well-
draining	soil.	They	can	be	grown	in	both	sun	and	shade,	though	full	sun	is	
preferable,	as	plants	grown	in	shade	may	become	leggy.

Young	plants	should	be	potted	up	in	spring.	Planting	hebe	in	the	garden	should	
be	at	the	same	depth	as	the	container	they	are	growing	in.	Adding	organic	
matter	or	compost	to	the	soil	during	planting	will	help	promote	healthy	
growth.

Hoheria	Populnea
 Lacebark Height:	5m It	is	a	beautiful	tree	with	white	flowers	rather	like	spring	cherry	blossom,	
except	lacebark	flowers	in	autumn.	But	the	more	important	reason	for	growing	
lacebark	is	to	attract	woodpigeons	into	your	garden.	They	love	to	eat	the	
foliage	and	will	risk	tumbling	to	the	ground,	sidling	along	a	branch	in	an	effort	
to	eat	the	outermost,	succulent	new	leaves.	


Native	
Regenerative	
Planting

Botanical	Name Common	
Name

Description Plant	Care
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Kunzia	Ericoides Kanuka Width:	3m	 Rarely	requires	pruning,	although	responds	well	to	prining	new	growth.	
Composting	and	mulching	encourages	growth.	Difficult	to	transplant	so	it	is	
important	to	get	them	in	the	right	spot.

Suitable	species	for	underplanting	include	Hebe	Speciosa,	Kaka	beak,	Dwarf	
Toe	Toe	(Tussock).

Kākāriki	parakeets	use	the	leaves	and	bark	of	kānuka	and	the	
related	mānuka	tea	trees	to	rid	themselves	of	parasites.	Apart	from	ingesting	
the	material,	they	also	chew	it,	mix	it	with	preen	gland	oil and	apply	it	to	their	
feathers.	Mānuka	and	kānuka	are	superficially	similar	species	and	are	often	
confused	with	one	another.	The	easiest	way	to	tell	the	difference	between	
them	is	to	feel	the	foliage,	kānuka	leaves	being	soft,	while	mānuka	leaves	are	
prickly.

Lemptospermum	
Scoparium

Manuka	(Tea	
Tree)

Foliage: Evergreen Its	hardiness,	fine	foliage	and	floriferous	nature	make	manuka	a	fine	addition	
to	any	garden.	A	small	grove	could	be	planted	in	the	corner	of	a	garden	with	
low	growing	Carex	species	forming	a	caropet	underneath.

Ther	are	a	number	of	hybrid	cultivars	that	provide	single	flowers	or	double	
flowers	in	a	range	of	colours	from	whites	to	pinks	to	reds.		Most	of	these	
hybrids	have	a	max.	height	of	1.5	to	2m.

Myrsine	Australis Red	Matipo Endemic	to	New	Zealand	and	found	throughout	the country	and	
offshore	islands.,	it	has	crinkly-edged	leaves	which	make	it	easily	
mistaken	for	a	pittosporum	and	reddish	bark	and	stems.	Growing	to	
around	6	metres	in	height,	it	inhabits	bush	margins.	The	bark	on	a	
mature	trunk	is	grey.		It	produces	small	black	fruit	in	summer	
(popular	with	birds)	these	grow	directly	on	the	stem of	the	plant,	not	
at	the	end	of	branches	and	twigs. 
Height:	3m

Width:	3m	

Foliage:	Evergreen

Between	August	and	January	the	tree	produces	small	cream	and	white	flowers	
followed	by	clusters	of	purple	black	berries	which	attract	native	birds,	such	as	
tui,	wood	pigeons,	silvereye	and	bellbirds.	Plant	in	either	full	sun	or	part	
shade,	the	tree	is	tolerant	of	coastal	conditions	and	most	climates.

If	p;aned	in	soil	that	is	too	rich	it	can	outgrow	itself	so	that	its	growth	will	be	
unsupportable.

Native	
Regenerative	
Planting

Botanical	Name Common	
Name

Description Plant	Care
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Meryta	Siinclairii Puka A	large-leaved	evergreen	tree	endemic	to	NZ	that	grows	to	about	8	
m	tall,	with	the	distinctly	tropical	appearance	typical	of	the	genus.		
The	elliptical,	thick,	leathery	leaves	may	be	up	to	50	cm	long	and	
20	cm	wide	with	a	glossy	upper	surface.	They	are	the	largest	entire	
leaves	in	the	New	Zealand	flora.	The	petioles	(leaf	stalks)	may	be	up	
to	35	cm	long.	The	tree	produces	panicles	of	green-white	flowers	
followed	by	black	berries.	The	leaves	are	densely	crowded,	twenty	to	
thirty	together	at	the	tips	of	the	branches,	with	a	few	large	
deciduous	scales	amongst	the	petioles	of	the	youngest.

Height:	4-6m

Width:	3m	

Foliage:	Evergreen


When	young,	the	puka	grows	straight	up,	but	once	it	has	flowered	it	tends	to	
branch,	typically	forming	a	rounded	crown.	Puka's	green-white	flowers	arise	
on	erect	terminal	panicles	up	to	50	cm	long	from	spring	to	autumn.	The	
flowers	are	inconspicuous	and	ball-bearing	sized	fruit	form	only	on	the	female	
plants	(although	occasionally	bisexual	flowers	occur).	The	fruit	is	roundish-
oblong,	black,	shining,	slightly	angled	when	young,	becoming	even	as	it	
approaches	maturity;	seeds,	curved,	much	compressed,	about	three-eights	of	
an	inch	in	length,	black,	or	dark-brown,	intensely	hard.	Fruits	take	a	year	to	
mature,	and	as	they	begin	to	ripen	to	black,	birds	are	attracted	to	them.
The	entire	plant	is	more	or	less	resinous,	and	the	dark-brown	bark	has	
numerous	warty	excrescences	and	is	easily	wounded,	producing	large	
callosities	as	it	heals.	The	wood	is	white	and	brittle.	The	branches	are	very	
stout,	showing	the	scars	of	fallen	leaves.	The	trunk	is	stout	or	slender,	
irregularly	and	sparingly	branched.	

Pittosporum	
Eugenoides

Lemonwood A	species	of	NZ	tree,	conical	when	young	but	more	rounded	in	shape	
when	mature.	Its	leaves	are	mottled	yellow-green	with	curly	edges	
and	a	salient	bright	midrib,	and	have	a	strong	lemony	smell	when	
crushed.	It	has	highly	fragrant	clusters	of	attractive	yellow-cream	
flowers	in	spring,	followed	by	distinctive	black	seed	capsules.	The	
bark	is	very	pale	and	can	become	a	feature	in	itself	if	the	tree	is	
prund	to	capitalise	on	it. 

Height:	5-10m

Width:	3m	

Foliage:	Evergreen

Very	hardy	and	grows	quickly	but	can	also	be	used	as	a	feature	tree.	Will	
tolerate	heavier	soils	–	the	better	the	growing	conditions	the	better	the	
growth	rate.	It	doesn’t	like	wet	feet	and	will	lose	its	leaves	in	waterlogged	soil.	
If	planted	in	full	sun	it	will	bush	to	ground	level,	unlike	other	species	of	
pittosporum.

Likes	full	sun	but	will	tolerate	semi-shade.	Tolerant	of	damp	soils.

Native	
Regenerative	
Planting

Botanical	Name Common	
Name

Description Plant	Care
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Pittosporum	
Crassifolium

Karo A	fast-growing	tree	or	shrub	native	that	tolerates	coastal	winds,	dry	
conditions	and	has	a	moderately	dense	habit.		Has	dense	dark	gray-
green	leathery	leaves	that	are	furry	underneath.	An	early	coloniser,	it	
is	able	to	withstand	high	winds	and	salt	spray.	Clusters	of	small	red-
purple	flowers	appear	in	spring,	developing	into	seed	pods	that	split	
to	expose	the	sticky	seeds.

Birds	easily	spread	karo	seed	

Height:	5m

Width:	3m	

Foliage:	Evergreen

Advisable	to	prune	at	least	once	a	year	if	desired	as	a	small	shrub.	Advisable	to	
compost	or	mulch	regularly.	Clusters	of	small	red-purple	flowers	appear	in	
spring,	developing	into	seed	pods	that	split	to	expose	the	sticky	seeds.

Phormium	
Cookianum

Mountain	Flax Green,	soft,	floppy	and	luxuriant	are	the	hallmarks	of	Mountain	Flax	-	
as	opposed	to	glaucous,	erect	and	spiky	being	the	hallmarks	of	the	
better	known	New	Zealand	Flax	(Phormium	tenax).	Also,	they	are	
smaller	and	although	the	flower	spike	is	much	the	same,	the	flowers	
are	yellow	rather	than	deep	red.	

They	don't	like	shade	and	they're	very	good	in	the	wind	so	exposed	
spots	are	good.

Combining	function	and	form,	P.	cookianum	boasts	yellowish-orange	
flowers	on	towering	spikes	that,	unlike	the	vertical	flower	spikes	of	P.	
tenax,	angle	out	from	the	plant’s	crown.	The	seed	pods	resemble	
long	black	bean	pods,	and	can	weigh	the	inflorescence	back	nearly	to	
the	ground.	This	Phormium	can	grow	in	sun	or	partial	shade	and	will	
tolerate	fairly	dry	conditions	but	prefers	moderate	water.

Height:	1.5m

Width:	1.5m	

Foliage:	Evergreen

Creative	maintenance	on	these	is	time	consuming	but	worthwhile.	Remove	old	
leaves	and	flower	spikes	with	sharp	secateurs	or	a	sharp	knife	and	look	out	for	
Mealy	Bug	as	you	go.	They're	an	aphid	that	looks	like	a	tiny	white	Wood	Louse	
that	loves	living	in	the	bases	of	all	Phormiums.	They	produce	copious	
quantities	of	white	fluffy	stuff	which	is	always	a	dead	giveaway.	The	plants	will	
tolerate	their	presence	but	best	to	kill	them	if	you	can.	Religious	use	of	a	bug	
gun	should	do	the	trick.	Stick	them	with	your	marlin	spike	and	they're	red	
inside	-	blood?	They're	related	to	the	Cochineal	beetle	(they're	both	
considered	Scale	Insects)	which	is	crushed	to	make	the	red	food	dye	-	
cochineal.	Yuck,	you	may	well	say.

Severe	frost	(-4°c	or	below)	will	give	the	leaves	a	glazed	look	and	the	leaves	
tend	to	roll	up.	It	can	look	terminal	but	it's	not.	They	recover	wonderfully	well	
as	soon	as	the	temperature	rises.

Drooping,	twisted	seed	pods	and	shiny-green,	wide,	weeping	leaves.	Large	
root	system	is	good	for	erosion	control	on	banks	and	bunds..	Fruit/seeds	from	
January-March.	Nectar	from	November-January.	Evergreen.	Tolerant	of	dry,	
cold	and	exposure.

Native	
Regenerative	
Planting

Botanical	Name Common	
Name

Description Plant	Care
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Phormium	Tenax NZ	Flax An	excellent	architectural	specimen,	New	Zealand	flax	has	a	striking	
geometric	shape	and	intriguingly	colored	foliage.	Rigid,	upright	
leaves	to	10	feet	long	grow	in	a	clump.	Cultivars	come	in	chocolate-
brown	or	a	mixture	of	cream,	pink,	and	green	stripes.	In	summer,	this	
Phormium	produces	a	12-foot-tall	spike	of	tubular	red	flowers.
More	recently	several	cultivars	have	come	availabled	as	decorative	
garden	plants,	including:

'Bronze	Baby'	-	arching	bronze	leaves,	2-to-3-foot	(0.61	to	0.91	m)	
plant.

'Dazzler'	-	arching	leaves	that	are	bronze-maroon	with	red	and	pink	
stripes,	plant	reaches	3	feet	in	height

'Duet'-	is	an	evergreen	perennial	up	to	80cm	in	height,	with	sword-
shaped	leaves	green	in	the	centre,	variegated	with	cream	along	the	
margins.	Flowers	yellowish,	seldom	produced.

'Sundowner'-	1.8m	tall,	leaves	are	striped	with	bronze,	green	and	
rose-pink

'Variegatum'-	clump-forming	evergreen	perennial	with	erect,	strap-
shaped	leaves	to	1.8m	in	length,	green	striped	with	cream	towards	
the	margins.	Flowers	dull	red,	in	large	panicles

'Yellow	Wave'	-	weeping	1-1.5m	heavily	striped	leaves	with	bright	
yellow.

‘Apricot	Queen’-	attractive	large	sword-like	leaves	emerge	peach	in	
spring,	turning	buttery	yellow	in	color	with	distinctive	green	edges	
the	rest	of	the	year.
‘Evening	Glow”	–	90cm	x	90cm,	Erect	younger	foliage	spreads	and	
droops	with	age	with	stunning	dark	bright	pink	and	bronze-red	
colouration.

Grow	in	fertile,	moist	but	well-drained	soil.
This	plant	does	best	in	full	sun	to	partial	shade.	It	prefers	to	grow	in	average	to	
moist	conditions,	and	shouldn't	be	allowed	to	dry	out.	It	is	not	particular	as	to	
soil	type	or	pH.	It	is	somewhat	tolerant	of	urban	pollution.	It	can	be	
propagated	by	division.

New	Zealand	Flax	is	a	fine	choice	for	the	garden,	but	it	is	also	a	good	selection	
for	planting	in	outdoor	pots	and	containers.	Because	of	its	height,	it	is	often	
used	as	a	'thriller'	in	the	'spiller-thriller-filler'	container	combination;	plant	it	
near	the	center	of	the	pot,	surrounded	by	smaller	plants	and	those	that	spill	
over	the	edges.	Note	that	when	growing	plants	in	outdoor	containers	and	
baskets,	they	may	require	more	frequent	water


Native	
Regenerative	
Planting

Botanical	Name Common	
Name

Description Plant	Care
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Podocarpus	
totara

Totara The	tōtara	is	a	medium	to	large	tree	which	grows	slowly	to	around	20	
to	25	m,	exceptionally	to	35	m;	it	is	noted	for	its	longevity	and	the	
great	girth	of	its	trunk.	The	bark	peels	off	in	papery	flakes,	with	a	
purplish	to	golden	brown	hue.	The	sharp,	dull	green	needle-
like	leaves	are	stiff	and	leathery,	2	cm	long.	This	plant	produces	
highly	modified	cones	with	2	to	4	fused,	fleshy	berry-like	juicy	scales,	
bright	red	when	mature.	The	cone	contains	one	or	two	
rounded	seeds	at	the	apex	of	the	scales.

Height:	5-10m

Width:	5m	

Foliage:	Evergreen

Young	totara	grow	into	stockier,	hardier	plants	if	they	are	initially	planted	in	
poor	soils.

Full	sun	to	shade,	wind	andry	tolerant.

Pseudopanax	
laetus

Five	Finger In	cultivation	it	will	grow	happily	either	in	the	open	or	in	dappled	
shade.	Similar	to	Pseudopanax	arboreus	but	with	bigger	and	shinier	
leaves	(more	exotic	looking)	but	smaller	in	stature.
The	leaves	are	dark	green,	oval,	leathery	and	serrated	near	the	tips.		
The	leaf	margins	and	stalks	have	a	reddish	tinge.		As	with	P.arboreus,	
the	berries	are	born	in	spring	and	are	attractive	to	birds.		The	large	
leaves	make	this	shrub	suitable	for	inclusion	in	tropical	planting,	as		a	
feature	or	as	a	stunning	container	specimen.		P.laetus	is	quite	bushy,	
even	in	semi-shaded	situations	and	can	readily	be	pruned.		It	is	less	
susceptible	to	root	rot	than	P.arboreus.
Height:	4m

Width:	3m	

Foliage:	Evergreen

Tolerates	wind,	exposure	and	shade.	Fruit/seeds	from	February-May	attract	
birds.	Evergreen.	Hardy	to	light	frosts	only.

Native	
Regenerative	
Planting

Botanical	Name Common	
Name

Description Plant	Care
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Pseudopanax	
Lessonii

Houpara New	Zealand	native	coastal	five	finger	with	leathery	foliage.	It	is	a	
shrub	or	tree	with	stout	branches.	The	fleshy	hand-shaped	leaves	are	
alternate	and	are	crowded	towards	the	tips	of	branchlets,	and	are	3-	
to	5-	foliolate.	Juvenile	plants	have	larger	leaves	than	adults.	The	
petioles	are	5-15	cm	long.	It	is	endemic	to	New	Zealand	Green	
flowers	develop	Dec.–Feb.		A	number	of	cultivars	have	been	
developed	including	“Gold	Splash”	which	has	a	green	leaf	with	
splashes	of	yellow
Height:	6m

Width:	3m	

Foliage:	Evergreen

Not	tolerant	of	damp	soil	conditions,	preferring	dry	or	free-draining	soil.	
Prefers	full	sun	but	this	will	enhance	growth	rate.

Native	
Regenerative	
Planting

Botanical	Name Common	
Name

Description Plant	Care
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Sophora	
microphylla


Sophora	
tetraptera

Small-leafed	
Kowhai


Large-leafed	
Kowhai

A	species	of	flowering	plant	in	the	family	Fabaceae,	native	to	New	
Zealand.	It	is	an	evergreen	shrub	or	small	tree.	Each	leaf	is	10	cm	
(4	in)	long	with	up	to	40	pairs	of	shiny	oval	leaflets.	In	early	spring	it	
produces	many	racemes	of	pea-like	yellow	flowers.	

Other	common	names	include	weeping	Kowhai	and	small-leaved	
Kowhai.	The	specific	epithet	microphylla	means	"small-leaved".	S.	
microphylla	has	smaller	leaves	(around	3–6	mm	long	by	2–5	mm	
wide)	and	flowers	(1.8-5.0	cm	long),	than	the	S.tetraptera	species,	
large-leaved	Kowhai.

When	young	S.	microphylla	has	a	divaricating	and	bushy	growth	
habit	with	many	interlacing	branches,	which	begins	to	disappear	as	
the	tree	ages.		There are	eight	species,	with	Sophora	
microphylla	and	S.	tetraptera	being	the	most	recognised	as	large	
trees.	Their	natural	habitat	is	beside	streams	and	on	the	edges	of	
forest,	in	lowland	or	mountain	open	areas.[1]	Kōwhai	trees	grow	
throughout	the	country	and	are	a	common	feature	in	New	Zealand	
gardens.


Height:	6m

Width:	5m	

Foliage:	Evergreen

Plant	in	full	coastal	sun	or	light	to	full	shade.	Give	regular	to	occasional	
irrigation.	Hardy	to	at	least	20	°	F.		It	is	often	found	in	wet	locations	in	open	
forests,	forest	margins	and	riverbanks.	As	with	many	New	Zealand	trees	this	
plant	has	a	juvenile	and	mature	form	with	the	divaricating	juvenile	form	lasting	
up	to	10	years	while	the	plant	does	not	flower	followed	by	a	more	upright	and	
open	habit when	in	the	flowering	adult	form.	The	flowers	are	attractive	to	tuis	
and	bellbirds,	other	birds	and	insects	and	it	is	the	national	flower	of	NZ.

Flowering	of	Kowhai	is	staggered	from	July	through	to	November,	meaning	
each	tree	will	get	attention from	birds	such	as	tui,	wood	pigeon	and	bellbird.	
Tui	are	very	attracted	to	kōwhai	and	will	fly	long	distances	to	get	a	sip	of	its	
nectar.


Native	
Regenerative	
Planting

Botanical	Name Common	
Name

Description Plant	Care
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Baumea Rusty	Twig	
Rush

An	attractive	rigidly	upright	sedge-like	plant	from	New	Zealand	that	
typically	grows	18-24	inch	tall	(taller	if	in	wet	conditions)	and	spreads	
slowly	on	short	rhizomes	forming	dense	clumps.	The	1/8	inch	wide	
needle-like	leaves	(elliptical	in	cross	section)	rise	perfectly	straight	
and	perpendicular	to	the	ground,	and	are	deep	green	and	striped	
along	one	edge	with	yellow.	This	plant	will	grow	in	moist	soils	but	
seems	to	do	best	in	loose	soil	with	frequent	to	regular	irrigation.	Also	
can	go	into	shallow	water	if	crown	is	near	or	slightly	above	the	
surface	and	in	these	conditions	can	grow	to	up	to	3	feet	tall.	The	
inflorescence	is	terminal,	with	the	flowers	tightly	clustered	or	loosely	
arranged.	The	fruits	are	small	nuts

Height: 1m
Width: .5m
Foliage: Evergreen

An	attractive	rigidly	upright	sedge-like	plant	from	New	Zealand	that	typically	
grows	18-24	inch	tall	(taller	if	in	wet	conditions)	and	spreads	slowly	on	short	
rhizomes	forming	dense	clumps.	Hardy	to	about	0-10	degrees	F.	The	name	for	
the	genus	honors	the	French	Chemist	Antoine	Baume	(1728-1804).	The	
flowerheads	are	rust	colored	to	reddish-brown.	
	

Carex	Secta Sedge A	large,	fast-growing	green	grass	that’s	attractive	stream-side	and	in	a	
wetland.	Its	large	root	system	is	great	for	holding	together	drain	and	
stream	edges,	preventing	erosion.	Arching	foliage	will	rise	on	
"trunks"	after	many	years.	Leaves	1.5-7	mm	wide,	light	green	to	
yellow-green	(rarely	dark	green	-	then	in	heavy	shade),	drooping.		
Spikes	pale	brown,	mostly	clustered	towards	the	ends	of	the	slender	
branchlets. 

Height	when	mature: 1.5 m

Foliage:	Evergreen

Flowering	can	occur	from	September	to	December.

Easily	grown	from	fresh	seed	and	by	the	division	of	established	plants.	
Although	a	wetland	species	it	will	grow	well	in	most	soils	and	moisture	
regimes.	Does	best	in	full	sun.	Prefers	wet	soils.
Best	used	to	underpllant	existing	vegetation.
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Juncus	Pallidus Giant	Rush Here	is	one	of	the	few	ornamental	grasses	that	tolerates	any	soil,	
from	dry	to	standing	water!	Start	Juncus	pallidus	seeds	for	this	
versatile	perennial	that	provides	year-round	interest	in	the	landscape	
with	a	spiky,	symmetrical,	colorful	shape.	Commonly	called	Giant	
Rush	or	Pale	Rush,	this	plant	grows	in	any	level	of	moisture	from	very	
dry	to	standing	water.	Juncus	pallidus	Giant	Rush	is	an	elegant	plant,	
yet	it	requires	very	little	attention	once	is	it	well-established.


An	excellent	ornamental	grass	plant	for	winter	interest.	When	other	
ornamental	grasses	have	lost	color	and	began	to	droop,	this	rush	plant	keeps	
its	poise.	It	is	hardy	to	10	degrees	F,	so	it	knows	how	to	endure	a	long	winter.


Cuphea	Diego Mexican	
Heather

Cuphea	Floriglory	Diego	has	five	times	the	flower	power	with	
excellent	garden	vigor	compared	to	traditional	Cuphea.	Prized	for	its	
lacy	foliage	and	upright	mounding	habit,	the	Floriglory	series	is	
smothered	in	blooms	all	summer	long,	whilst	being	heat	and	drought	
tolerant.	Plant	in	pots	or	use	in	borders	and	mass	plantings.

Cuphea	grows	well	in	soil	that	drains	well	and	has	a	pH	of	6.0	to	7.0.	It	requires	
about	6	hours	of	sun	and	prefers	warm	temperatures.	It	is	frost-resistant	and	
should	be	protected	where	winters	are	colder.

Gardenia	
Jasminoides

Glossy	green	foliage	and	highly	fragrant,	single	white	flowers	with	a	
prominent	yellow	and	scarlet	eye	from	spring	onwards.	Great	for	
patio	pots	and	fragrant	hedges.	Frost	tender	evergreen.	Ideal	for	
group	planting	for	mass	effect.

Grows	1.5	x	1.0m.	Grows	best	in	full	sun	to	part	shade.	Prefers	fertile	free-
draining	soil	rich	in	organic	matter.	Trim	after	flowering	for	shape.	Feed	
regularly	with	Kings	Slow	Release	Acid	Food.	Keep	plant	well	watered	through	
the	drier	months.

Leptospermum	
Scoparium	

Tea	Tree A	fast	growing,	NZ	native	shrub	that	produces	masses	of	flowers	in	
spring	and	summer.	The	foliage	consists	of	small,	dark	green	leaves	
which	give	off	a	pleasant	fragrance,	particularly	on	warm	days.

This	evergreen	typically	grows	to	3	m	tall	and	2	m,	performing	best	when	plant	
in	full	sun	on	a	well-drained	site.	Manuka	is	commonly	used	as	a	nurse	plant	
for	other	natives	in	a	revegetation	or	riparian	planting.	In	the	home	garden	it	
provides	excellent	shelter	and	the	fine	foliage	and	floriferous	nature	makes	it	a	
lovely	addition	to	a	mixed	planting.

Pseudopanax	
Lessonii

Five	Finger A	NZ	native	shrub	grown	with	fan-shaped	leaves	that	emerge	a	deep	
purple	and	age	to	become	glossy	green.

It	typically	grows	to	3	m	tall	and	2	m	wide,	preferring	a	well-drained	site	in	full	
sun	for	best	results.	This	Pseudopanax	is	commonly	included	in	a	mixed	
planting,	used	as	a	backdrop	for	smaller	plants,	or	trimmed	into	a	hedge.

Individual	Lot	
Planting

Botanical	Name Common	
Name

Description Plant	Care
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Phormium	Tenax NZ	Flax An	excellent	architectural	specimen,	New	Zealand	flax	has	a	striking	
geometric	shape	and	intriguingly	colored	foliage.	Rigid,	upright	leaves	
to	10	feet	long	grow	in	a	clump.	Cultivars	come	in	chocolate-brown	or	
a	mixture	of	cream,	pink,	and	green	stripes.	In	summer,	this	
Phormium	produces	a	12-foot-tall	spike	of	tubular	red	flowers.
More	recently	several	cultivars	have	come	availabled	as	decorative	
garden	plants,	including:

'Bronze	Baby'	-	arching	bronze	leaves,	2-to-3-foot	(0.61	to	0.91	m)	
plant.

'Dazzler'	-	arching	leaves	that	are	bronze-maroon	with	red	and	pink	
stripes,	plant	reaches	3	feet	in	height

'Duet'-	is	an	evergreen	perennial	up	to	80cm	in	height,	with	sword-
shaped	leaves	green	in	the	centre,	variegated	with	cream	along	the	
margins.	Flowers	yellowish,	seldom	produced.

'Sundowner'-	1.8m	tall,	leaves	are	striped	with	bronze,	green	and	
rose-pink

'Variegatum'-	clump-forming	evergreen	perennial	with	erect,	strap-
shaped	leaves	to	1.8m	in	length,	green	striped	with	cream	towards	
the margins.	Flowers	dull	red,	in	large	panicles

'Yellow	Wave'	-	weeping	1-1.5m	heavily	striped	leaves	with	bright	
yellow.

‘Apricot	Queen’-	attractive	large	sword-like	leaves	emerge	peach	in	
spring,	turning	buttery	yellow	in	color	with	distinctive	green	edges	
the	rest	of	the	year.
‘Evening	Glow”	–	90cm	x	90cm,	Erect	younger	foliage	spreads	and	
droops	with	age	with	stunning	dark	bright	pink	and	bronze-red	
colouration.

Grow	in	fertile,	moist	but	well-drained	soil.
This	plant	does	best	in	full	sun	to	partial	shade.	It	prefers	to	grow	in	average	to	
moist	conditions,	and	shouldn't	be	allowed	to	dry	out.	It	is	not	particular	as	to	
soil	type	or	pH.	It	is	somewhat	tolerant	of	urban	pollution.	It	can	be	
propagated	by	division.

New	Zealand	Flax	is	a	fine	choice	for	the	garden,	but	it	is	also	a	good	selection	
for	planting	in	outdoor	pots	and	containers.	Because	of	its	height,	it	is	often	
used	as	a	'thriller'	in	the	'spiller-thriller-filler'	container	combination;	plant	it	
near	the	center	of	the	pot,	surrounded	by	smaller	plants	and	those	that	spill	
over	the	edges.	Note	that	when	growing	plants	in	outdoor	containers	and	
baskets,	they	may	require	more	frequent	water


Individual	Lot	
Planting

Botanical	Name Common	
Name

Description Plant	Care
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Acer	Palmatum Japanese	
Maple

Acer	palmatum	is	an	ornamental	tree,	known	for	its	unique	foliage.	
The	many	varieties	have	long	and	narrow	leaves,	resembling	the	
appearance	of	bamboo	leaves,	and	emerge	vibrant	reds,	oranges,	
crimson	in	spring.	As	the	seasons	change,	the	foliage	transitions	in	
colours	maintaining	a	strong	colour	presence	throughout	the	
summer.	In	autumn,	the	leaves	ignite	into	a	bright	crimson,	offering	a	
brilliant	display.

This	maple	is	ideal	for	adding	vertical	interest	and	textural	contrast	in	
various	garden	styles,	including	Asian-themed	gardens,	
contemporary	landscapes,	or	as	a	standout	feature	in	a	mixed	border.

All	varieties	thrive	in	partial	shade	but	can	tolerate	full	sun	if	provided	with	
adequate	moisture.	It	prefers	well-drained,	slightly	acidic	soil	and	benefits	from	
protection	against	strong	winds.

Nandina	
Domestica

Sacred	
Bamboo

A	small,	upright,	elegant	evergreen	shrub	with	a	bamboo-like	habit	to	
around	2m	in	height,	with	compound	leaves	and	lanceolate	leaflets	
which	are	purplish	when	young	and	in	winter.	Small	white	flowers	in	
large	panicles	appear	in	summer,	followed	by	red	berries

Water	deeply,	once	or	twice	a	week,	depending	on	weather	conditions.		Feed	
regularly	in	autumn	and	spring	with	a	plant	food	to	promote	strong	root	
development	and	healthy	colourful	foliage.

Nandina	Pygmaea Sacred	
Bamboo

This	plant	forms	a	compact,	rounded	bush	with	striking	colors.	Its	
dense	lime-green	foliage	transforms	to	purple,	crimson,	orange,	or	
scarlet	throughout	the	seasons.

Colour	best	in	the	sun.	Hardy	for	most	sites.	Easy	care.Grows	to	a	height	of	
0.8m	after	5	years	of	growth

Prunus	Pendula	
Rosea

Weeping	
cherry

a	variety	of	Flowering	Cherry	grown	for	its	impressive	flowering	and	
pendulous	growth	habit.	This	tree	produces	masses	of	semi-double,	
clear	pink	blossoms	from	late	winter	through	early	spring,	just	before	
the	leaves	emerge.	The	foliage	is	mid-green	and	develops	colourful,	
yellow	and	orange	tones	in	autumn	before	falling.	It	typically	grows	
to	4	m	tall	and	the	same	wide.	Prunus	Pendula	Rosea	is	absolutely	
stunning	when	in	flower	and	is	commonly	grown	as	a	specimen	or	
added	to	a	mixed	planting	in	a	larger	garden.

	It	typically	grows	to	4	m	tall	and	the	same	wide.	Prunus	Pendula	Rosea	is	
absolutely	stunning	when	in	flower	and	is	commonly	grown	as	a	specimen	or	
added	to	a	mixed	planting	in	a	larger	garden.

Individual	Lot	
Planting

Botanical	Name Common	
Name

Description Plant	Care
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Anthropodium	
matapouri

NZ	Rock	Lilly This	N.Z	Rock	Lily	has	majestic	broad,	arching	blue-green	leaves	
bearing	long	sprays	of	star-like	white	flowers	on	stems	in	early	
summer.	Excellent	for	dry	shade	or	sunny	postitions.	Frost	may	burn	
off	foliage	in	winter	but	will	not	kill	the	plant.	

Height:	3m

Width:	3m	

Foliage:	Evergreen

Will	handle	full	sun	if	kept	moist	during	the	hot	summer	months.	Plant	in	rich	
well	drained	soil.	Water	regularly	during	the	hot	summer	months,	Mulch	in	
autumn	and	spring,	fertilise	with	Texture	Plants	12	month	planting	food	once	a	
year.	Remove	faded	flower	spikes	and	any	dead	foliage	regularly.


Astelia	
Chathamica


Silver	Spear The	silver	swords	of	Astelia	might	possibly	be	one	of	the	best	
architectural	plants	for	small	gardens.	Silvery	spikes	to	about	3'	tall	
and	forming	a	clump,	they	are	best	in	a	protected	location	in	rich	soil	
with	regular	water.	Excellent	in	containers	(that	should	be	protected	
from	hard	freezes)	and	capable	of	regrowing	from	the	base	if	frozen	
to	the	ground.	Culture	and	hardiness	as	for	Phormiums..

Height:	3m

Width:	3m	

Foliage:	Evergreen

From	the	perpetually	cool	Chatham	Islands	this	plant	could	be	expected	to	be	
as	heat	tolerant	as	an	ice	block	but	given	constantly	moist	soil	and	and	a	
sheltered	but	not	too	shady	site	it	can	make	an	impressive	clump	of	keeled,	
silver,	sword-like	leaves.	Inconsequential	flowers	borne	amongst	the	foliage	
are	reputably	followed	by	bright	red	fruit,	though.	Slow	growing	so	best	left	
undisturbed	-	Mulch	in	Autumn.


Callistemon	
Viminalis

Little	John The	charming	dwarf	bottlebrush	is	a	hardy,	carefree	little	shrub	with	
bright	red	flowers	on	and	off	year	round.

'Little	John'	has	the	deepest	red	blooms	of	all	the	bottlebrush	plants.	
The	flowers	attract	tuis	and	butterflies,	and	contrast	nicely	against	
blue-green	foliage.

In	spite	of	its	delicate	look,	this	small	shrub	doesn't	mind	full	sun	and	
cold	weather.	It	works	wonders	in	small	spaces	-	as	a	foundation	
plant	under	low	windows,	an	accent	for	the	garden,	or	lined	along	a	
walk	or	drive.

Height:	1.5m

Width:	1.5m	

Foliage:	Evergreen

Full	to	part	sun	is	best	to	get	the	most	blooms.Little	John	can	take	dry	
conditions	once	established,	but	isn't	as	tolerant	of	wet	areas	as	other	
bottlebrush	plant.
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Nandina	
Pygmaea

Dwarf	Chinese	
Bamboo

It	forms	a	compact	dwarf	bush	with	dense	foliage	of	narrow	green,	
purple	and	crimson	leaves	that	change	colour	with	the	seasons.	A	
very	attractive	and	useful	small	garden	shrub.

Easy	care.	Colour	best	in	the	sun.	Hardy	for	most	sites.

Carex	Secta Sedge A	large,	fast-growing	green	grass	that’s	attractive	stream-side	and	in	
a	wetland.	Its	large	root	system	is	great	for	holding	together	drain	
and	stream	edges,	preventing	erosion.	Arching	foliage	will	rise	on	
"trunks"	after	many	years.	Leaves	1.5-7	mm	wide,	light	green	to	
yellow-green	(rarely	dark	green	-	then	in	heavy	shade),	drooping.		
Spikes	pale	brown,	mostly	clustered	towards	the	ends	of	the	slender	
branchlets.	

Height	when	mature:	1.5	m

Foliage:	Evergreen

Flowering	can	occur	from	September	to	December.

Easily	grown	from	fresh	seed	and	by	the	division	of	established	plants.	
Although	a	wetland	species	it	will	grow	well	in	most	soils	and	moisture	
regimes.	Does	best	in	full	sun.	Prefers	wet	soils.

Carex	Testacea Orange	Sedge New	Zealand	native	and	hardy,	with	fine,	olive	green	foliage	that	
takes	on	coppery	orange	highlights	in	full	sun,	where	it	performs	
best.	This	Sedge	is	ideal	for	cascading	over	rock	walls,	edging	a	pond,	
or	as	the	focal	point	of	a	large	container	planting.	Must	be	treated	as	
an	annual	in	cold	climates.

Height:	30-40cm

Width:	30-45cm


Has	the	best	color	in	full	sun	and	prefers	evenly	moist	soil,	so	water	during	dry	
periods.	Very	adaptable	but	will	thrive	in	fertile,	humus-rich,	moist	soil	with	pH	
mildly	acidic	or	close	to	neutral.	In	containers	you	will	need	to	fertilize	every	2	
weeks	with	a	water-soluble	fertilizer

Coprosma	Repens	
Picurata

Mirror	plant	
Picturata

‘Picturata'	is	an	evergreen	shrub	with	rounded,	glossy	leaves	to	6cm	
in	length,	with	an	irregular	central	blotch	of	creamy-yellow.

Height: 1.5-2m 
Width:		1.5-2m	

Foliage: Evergreen

Is	in	leaf	all	year,	in	flower	from	May	to	June.	Flowers	are	either	male	or	
female,	but	only	one	sex	is	to	be	found	on	any	one	plant	so	both	male	and	
female	plants	must	be	grown	if	seed	is	required).	and	is	pollinated	by	Wind.	
Water	freely	in	summer	and	keep	just	moist	in	winter.	Apply	a	balanced	liquid	
fertiliser	monthly	when	in	growth.

Street	
Underplanting

Botanical	Name Common	
Name

Description Plant	Care
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Coprosma	Petriei Mirrorplant A	mat-forming	shrub	native	to	New	Zealand	It	is	a	hardy	wind	
pollinated	plant	that	is	0.1	m	(4	in)	by	0.5	m	(20	in).	Seeds	mature	in	
August	and	the	plants	only	produce	either	male	or	female	seeds;	
they	are	not	self-fertilizing.

Height: 0.1m 
Width:		0.5m	

Foliage: Evergreen

Use	as	a	groundcover.

Libertia	
Grandiflora

NZ	Iris From	swamps	in	New	Zealand	comes	this	rather	rare	perennial,	
forming	a	large	clump	of	green,	sword-like	leaves	to	3'	topped	by 
spikes	of	showy	white	flowers	in	spring.	It	is	easy	to	grow	on	a	wide	
variety	of	soils,	and	should	be	root	hardy	to	at	least	10	°F.

Height: 1m 
Width:		1m	

Foliage:	Evergreen


This	upright,	evergreen	clumper	(3'h	x	2'w)	has	great	sculptural	qualities!	The	
linear	leaves	are	arranged	in	an	orderly fashion	and	have	a	formal	look.	Long	
blooming	clusters	of	white	flowers	in	May	–	June	are	graceful	and	stand	above	
the	leaves.	The	leaves	take	on	a	fantastic	copper	burnish	during	the	colder	
months.	Prefers	rich,	moist,	well	drained	soil	and	a	warm	sunny	position.


Street	
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Phormium	
Cookianum

Mountain	Flax Green,	soft,	floppy	and	luxuriant	are	the	hallmarks	of	Mountain	Flax	-	
as	opposed	to	glaucous,	erect	and	spiky	being	the	hallmarks	of	the	
better	known	New	Zealand	Flax	(Phormium	tenax).	Also,	they	are	
smaller	and	although	the	flower	spike	is	much	the	same,	the	flowers	
are	yellow	rather	than	deep	red.	

They	don't	like	shade	and	they're	very	good	in	the	wind	so	exposed	
spots	are	good.

Combining	function	and	form,	P.	cookianum	boasts	yellowish-orange	
flowers	on	towering	spikes	that,	unlike	the	vertical	flower	spikes	of	P.	
tenax,	angle	out	from	the	plant’s	crown.	The	seed	pods	resemble	
long	black	bean	pods,	and	can	weigh	the	inflorescence	back	nearly	to	
the	ground.	This	Phormium	can	grow	in	sun	or	partial	shade	and	will	
tolerate	fairly	dry	conditions	but	prefers	moderate	water.

Height:	1.5m

Width:	1.5m	

Foliage:	Evergreen

Creative	maintenance	on	these	is	time	consuming	but	worthwhile.	Remove	old	
leaves	and	flower	spikes	with	sharp	secateurs	or	a	sharp	knife	and	look	out	for	
Mealy	Bug	as	you	go.	They're	an	aphid	that	looks	like	a	tiny	white	Wood	Louse	
that	loves	living	in	the	bases	of	all	Phormiums.	They	produce	copious	
quantities	of	white	fluffy	stuff	which	is	always	a	dead	giveaway.	The	plants	will	
tolerate	their	presence	but	best	to	kill	them	if	you	can.	Religious	use	of	a	bug	
gun	should	do	the	trick.	Stick	them	with	your	marlin	spike	and	they're	red	
inside	-	blood?	They're	related	to	the	Cochineal	beetle	(they're	both	
considered	Scale	Insects)	which	is	crushed	to	make	the	red	food	dye	-	
cochineal.

Severe	frost	(-4°c	or	below)	will	give	the	leaves	a	glazed	look	and	the	leaves	
tend	to	roll	up.	It	can	look	terminal	but	it's	not.	They	recover	wonderfully	well	
as	soon	as	the	temperature	rises.

Drooping,	twisted	seed	pods	and	shiny-green,	wide,	weeping	leaves.	Large	
root	system	is	good	for	erosion	control	on	banks	and	bunds..	Fruit/seeds	from	
January-March.	Nectar	from	November-January.	Evergreen.	Tolerant	of	dry,	
cold	and	exposure.

Rhaphiolepis	
umbellata	

Yeddo	
Hawthorn

A	slow	growing,	compact	upright	broadleaf	evergreen	well-branched	
shrub	that	grows	with	branches	densely	covered	with	1	inch	long	
leaves	that	are	glossy	dark	green	above	and	clustered	at	the	end	of	
branches	with	the	coppery-red	new	growth.	A	species	of	flowering	
plant	in	the	Rosaceae	family,	native	to	Korea	and	Japan.	It	is	
an	evergreen	shrub	with	glossy	oval	leaves,	and	scented	white	
flowers,	sometimes	tinged	with	pink,	in	early	summer	The	flowers	
turn	into	blue/purple	berries	about	the	same	shape	and	size	as	
blueberries.

Height:	1.5m

Width:	1m	

Foliage:	Evergreen

Winter	hardy,	this	shrub	is	easily	grown	in	moist,	well-drained	soils	in	full	sun.	
Best	flowering	occurs	in	locations	with	full	sun.	Tolerates	light	shade.	
Established	plants	tolerate	some	drought,	but	prefer	regular	moisture.	Avoid	
wetting	the	leaves	when	watering	this	shrub	because	of	its	susceptibility	to	
leaf	spot.	If	needed,	prune	after	flowering.

Tight	clusters	of	lightly-fragrant	white	flowers	bloom	in	late	spring.	Plant	is	full	
sun	to	light	shade	and	irrigate	occasionally	to	little.	Drought	tolerant.	A	great	
shrub	for	a	foundation	planting	or	low	hedge.	
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